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Development of standard operation
procedure for the postharvest handling
of cut Eustoma flowers exported to
Japan by air transport
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The major problems of cut Eustoma flowers associated with the postharvest
problems encountered during vase life include the early senescence of
bottom floret, the bending of pedicels, decrease in flower opening rate,
insufficient petal color, failure to open, and the early wilting of
leaves. The application of pretreatment solution successfully improved
the vase performance by magnitude more than 10%. The improvement of SOP
for postharvest treatment of cut Eustoma flowers include the lack of
unity for pretreatment methods, the standardization of treatment
durations, increasing staff individuals and training them for operation
of the postharvest treatment, and periodically examing the postharvest
quality of cut flowers after simulated transport to Japan. The
improvement of various content in pretreatment solution will be further
investigated in the next year.
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