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Abstract

In my thesis | explore Lee’s treatment, in his 2000 film Bamboozled, of the problem of
contemporary African-Americans’ confusion about their identity and self-image in a
predominantly white society. I also show how the complex film combines the absurd
comedy of a blacks-in-blackface minstrel show with the serious issues of racism and violence.
To discuss Lee’s ideas and techniques | use theories of mass media, theories of African
American self-identity— especially W.E.B. DuBois’ notion of double-consciousness, and
Stuart Hall’s cultural-studies-based theories of the “politics of representation” and as well as
the Postmodern theories.

In the first chapter of this thesis, I will outline my main topics, present the background,
introduce the main theories to be used andprovide a-brief plot summary of the film. In the
second chapter I will present a brief history of White-on-Black racism in the U.S.A., with the
focus on the way in which racist ideology functions. . In‘the third chapter I will go more
deeply into the complex problems ‘of African- Americans’ confusion of self-identity and
self-image as this arises within the context of LLee’s ironic and media-driven “show within a
show within a show.” In this way the interrelationship between racism and the media will
be brought to the forefront. In the fourth chapter I will attempt to interpret the symbolic
meanings of some of the characters’ names, and the changes that the characters go through in
the course of the film.  And in the Conclusion I will review the main issues discussed in the
previous chapters and slightly expand on both the themes and the techniques of Lee’s
ground-breaking film, itself embedded within the very self-conscious “media culture” that it

depicts.
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