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The Statecraft Scholarship of Tseng, Kuo-Fan and Modern China:
A Discussion on the Practice with Its Interlacing of Confucian

Orthodoxy and Foreign Affairs
Lee, Chiao-yin
Sun Yet-Sen Graduate Institute,Chinese Culture University
ABSTRACT
Adviser : Lu, Ray-chong

The statecraft scholarship is an indispensable and a practical issue in any era and
nation. With five thousand years of historical heritage in Chinese history, the statecraft
scholarship has been elaborated and extolled in Confucianism since the time of
Confucius and Mencius, as it could be applied to policy practice to achieve the
purposes of following socially-oriented customs and inculcating the public.
Notwithstanding, it had long been in hollow words at the expense of a practice. Not
until the end of Ming Dynasty and Early Ching Dynasty did the learning of applied
statecraft scholarship give rise to the influential social trends of thought as
intellectuals re-advocated the slogan of “statecraft.” It’s in an era when a substantial
gap existed between the statecraft scholars’ political ideal and traditional statecraft
scholarship, i.e. attempting to build China's self-strengthening and save the country
amid the harmony of traditional culture and Western culture.

Tseng was born in an era under the conflicts between Chinese and Western
culture and in the act of internal revolt and foreign invasion. Being influenced by
trends of statecraft scholarship, coupled with the influences from his teachers and
friends during his education, his character and personality inherited from the heritage
of Hu Hsiang culture and Taiping Rebellion, Tseng, a devout Confucian scholar, rose
to military prominence to raise the Hsiang Army to fight effectively against the
Taiping Rebellion to practice his statecraft ideal, thus turning him a good model of
leading the military army in his capacity as a scholar in Chinese history. Apart from
his successful practice of statecraft scholarship in terms of military, Tseng’s initiation
of foreign affairs to lead China step forward towards modernization will embody the
practice of statecraft that is worthy of praise.

This research aims to delve into and analyze Tseng’s governance of Hsiang Army,
political participation to engage in charity mission, and foreign affairs from the
perspective of statecraft ideal generated from the interlacing of the intrinsic Confucian
othodoxy and thought of foreign affairs. This research further comments the influence
of Tseng’s practice of statecraft scholarship on modern China from different
perspectives. The evolution for Tseng’s context of statecraft scholarship was further
analyzed based on part of the conclusions, “Differences between inner and outer
aspects” and “Course of life.” This research further induced the significance of Tseng’s
statecraft scholarship during his era and the apocalypse and reference to modern era.
Meanwhile, this study also judged the enlightenment of statecraft scholarship to Dr.
Sun Yat-sen’s revolutionary thought from the cultural perspective and the threshold of
uprising.

This research was conducted to add supplements of the palace memorials filed in
the Institute of History and Philology of Academia Sinica and National Palace
Museum as the reference; this research further took data and interviews obtained from
personal visit to Hunan Library and Tseng’s former residence during summer vacation
as the adjunct reference.

Key Words: Tseng,Kuo-Fan, The Statecraft Scholarship, Hsiang Army, Foreign
Affairs,Confucian Orthodoxy, Inner Sageness and Outer Kingliness,
Combined Practice of Confucianism and Legalism
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