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Abstract

William Butler Yeats was a driving force behind the Irish Literary Renaissance
as well as a pillar of the Irish literary establishment. He spoke out and drew heavily
on the national consciousness of Ireland of the time. Lai Ho’s achievements in
building up the national consciousness of Taiwan in the early 20" century are
compared to Yeats’ achievements in Ireland at about the same time.

Yeats and Lai Ho lived in different and opposite sides of the planet, and in
different cultures, but these two contemporaries shared a common purpose and goal.
The works of W. B. Yeats and Lai Ho not only represented their sentiments for their
nation, but also reflected the social phenomenon of their age. Ireland had Yeats to
voice for its inherited elements and initiated-the importance of national consciousness;
so here in Taiwan, Lai Ho was the one who stood -out for the awakening of national
consciousness.

In attempt of showing the significance a single person could have for a nation,
this paper is discussing the meaning ‘of individuals on a nation’s way to recover its
own identity. In discussing these, the thesis would rely on thesis of Post-colonial
theory. This paper will, on the one hand, zero in on Yeats’s works and on the other
hand, also on Lai Ho’s, to see how both presented the contemporary social
backgrounds and revealed their appeals of the importance of national consciousness.
Furthermore, by comparing the works of these two island nation writers, this paper
will also show how a people’s sense of cultural heritage and identity gives rise to and

supports an anti-colonial spirit in both an Eastern and Western context.
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