Abstract
The thesis, “The Three Female Protagonists’ Subjectivity in George Bernard
Shaw’'sSaint Joan, Major Barbara and Pygmalion”, explores how women can find

self-identity in male-dominated societies. Using the three femalggprusts in

Pygmalion, Major Barbara and Saint Joan, Shaw demonstrates the idea that women
are committed to spreading spiritual awakening, preserving personal identity, and
achieving autonomy and self-growth.

The Introduction reveals Shaw’s background, which is deeply reflected in
discussing the female characters through his three plays, Saint Joan, Major Barbara
and Pygmalion. His works endeavor to talk about the current morals and manners,
and the heresy of male-dominated beliefs-that he wishes to challenge. He takes a
pragmatic view of women'’s search for self-identity.

In Chapter One, | have examined women from the perspective of history,
literature and society, to demonstrate woman’s influence in the past. For centuries,
woman struggled against those :whotried-to restrict them to the home as unpaid and
under-valued domestic workers. Hence, to study the past is vital to understand the
role and the condition of woman. In the society, women have received scant
attention, unless they talk about men’s issues. In Shaw's three plays, the women
begin as rebellious young girls.

In Chapter Two, the transformation of women’s status through knowledge,
dominates the three female protagonists’ search for independence under patriarchal
regimes. Through education, Eliza changes from a flower girl to a fair lady.
Through her experiences, Barbara changes from a moralistic Salvationist to an
open-minded woman. Through spiritual enlightenment, Joan metamorphoses from a

peasant girl to a leader of armies. In short, only by being intellectually and



economically independent can a woman have the freedom to do what she chooses.

In Chapter Three, Michael Foucault’s power theory and Simone de Beauvoir’s
feminism are separately employed to explore power relations in women'’s roles.
Through male-female interactions in Shaw’s three plays, | discuss relations between
men and women from a power perspectiveexamine the development of women’s
freedom and independence, which is directly related to their economic independence.
Therefore, | apply Simone de Beauvoir’s feminism to explore the situation of women
in an unequal economic environment.l analyze how the women protagonists in
Shaw'’s three plays, establish their identities and gain their self-realization.

Finally, to conclude the discussion about Bernard Shaw'’s three plays, | have
found inspiration from the three female protagonists’ struggle against stereotype
female identities in their respective patriarchies which provide them with spiritual

renewal, and allow them to 'achieve their new found independence.
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