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Daoistic Traits in Bertolt Brecht's Stories of Mr. Keuner

Abstract

Bertolt Brecht is known as a famous German dramatist and poet, whose literary work
was heavily influenced by Chinese literature and philosophy. In 1978 the Korean
Germanist Song Yun-yeop wrote a thesis entitled Bertolt Brecht and the Chinese
Philosophy (Bertolt Brecht und die chinesische Philosophie). Among other works by
Brecht, Song analyzed selected stories from Brecht’s Stories of Mr. Keuner and came to
the conclusion that these stories contained mainly Mohist elements. There are, however,
reasons to believe that Brecht was especially influenced by Daoism.

The Stories of Mr. Keuner are a collection of 121:short stories featuring the fictional
person Mr. Keuner, written between, 1929 and 1955 This long period of time allows us
to trace possible changes in Brecht's philosophical points of view.

The objective of this thesis is to.determine if and to what extent Daoist influence can be
detected in the Stories of Mr. Keuner:

An analysis of the same stories will be conducted, which Song Yun—yeop used in his
study. Song’s interpretation of these stories will be critically examined and their
contents will be compared to passages from the Daoist classics Daodejing and Zhuangzi
to determine possible Daoist traits.

This thesis consists of five parts: 1. a short biography of Bertolt Brecht, 2. a description
of Brecht's relationship with China, 3. an introduction to the Stories of Mr. Keuner, 4. a
brief introduction to Daoism, 5. an analysis of Daoist elements in five stories from
Stories of Mr. Keuner.
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