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Abstract
Title: A Case Study on Content-based
Instruction in an EFL University
Context
Keywords: Content-based Instruction
(CBI), EFL Content course, facilitative
learning context

The purposes of the study are: (1) to
explore the role of EFL in Content-based
Instruction (CBI); (2) to investigate
students’ attitudes toward CBI, language
and teaching techniques adopted by the
teacher to create a facilitative learning
environment; (3) to evaluate the effect
of CBI on EFL acquisition by
non-English majors across disciplinesin
the university. Research methods
included questionnaire surveys of
students' attitudes toward CBI, pretest
and posttest (TOEFL exam questions) to
assess students EFL gains; in-depth
interviews of students (randomly
selected), and class observation and
video-taping the on-going activities to



detect subtle differences in
student-teacher interaction and strategies
used in the learning context. Participants
were 317 undergraduate  students
enrolled in seven different courses, one
of which was a required course. These
courses were separately offered in five
colleges and taught by three Chinese and
two American professors respectively.
Results indicate that most undergraduate
students believe that EFL content
courses are helpful in enhancing their
English competence and in promoting
international competitiveness while the
use of English does not slow down the
acquisition of content knowledge. In
fact, students EFL proficiency test
scores (esp. listening and/or reading)
correlated with their final exam scores.
Although language is not a class goal,
most students in CBI made significant
progress in listening comprehension,
some in reading comprehension. It has
been found that the success of the course
depends more on motivation (a required
or elective course), learning context
(large/small class, teacher-student
interaction, learning resources, etc.), and
teaching techniques (including the
percentage of Chinese spoken in class)
rather than on the specific subject matter
studied or the teacher’'s nationality
(Chinese or American). The study
concludes with the suggestion that EFL
content class should be elective and
small in size so that the teacher could be
free to create a facilitative learning
context in which students are likely to

acquire both EFL and the content

knowledge effectively.
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