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Abstract
Title: A Study on the Integrated Reading-Writing Curriculum at the Graduate Level
Keywords: Integrative Reading-Writing Curriculum, Text Structure, reading
comprehension, writing instruction.

Traditionally, reading and writing have been taught as two separate courses in an
EFL university context. However, in recent years, the trend has been moving toward
integrating reading and writing under a single course framework, yet the potential
benefits of such a curriculum have not been explored in Taiwan. The purposes of the
study are: (1) to explore the nature and the components of the three individual
curricula, namely, reading, writing, and reading-writing; (2) to investigate reading and
writing activities emphasized in each course; (3) to evaluate the effectiveness of the
course on reading and writing gains by graduate students. Research methods include:
(1) Questionnaire surveys of teachers’ and students’ views toward instructional goals,
learning activities, and students’ evaluation of the course at the end of the semester; (2)
pre-test and post-test(i.e., TOEFL reading questions and Writing Tests) are
administered to assess students’ reading and writing gains; (3) class observation,

video/audio-taping the on-going activities to detect subtle differences in strategy use



in the classroom context; (4) in-depth interviews of teachers and students (randomly
selected ) to get more information about their views of reading and /or writing.
Participants were 309 graduate students and 6 teachers.

Results indicated that most graduate students believe that reading and writing are two
independent language skills and that they should be taught separately in two courses.
Obviously, students’ views are not in tune with the current pedagogical approach to
integrating reading and writing in an EFL classroom context. A comparison of pre-test
and post-test score gains showed that the courses emphasizing “reading” helped
students improve significantly in both reading and writing. In other words, reading
has been proved to bring about positive effect on writing. On the other hand, writing
seemed to assist reading, too. Hence, it is suggested that reading and writing should
be taught together (Zamel, 1992; Eisterhold et al, 1990).
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