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Gadamer’s literary theories are based on his
tenets of hermeneutics. Using his theory of play
to exemplify his concepts of truth in artistic
production, Gadamer explains that for the process
of understanding, the subject of a playing is not
the player but the playing with its activities. The
playing is a process of a merging of the horizons
of both the player and the spectator, and exists by
means of its display.

The instruction of German fables, in German
as a foreign language, consists of two aspects —
teaching and learning — that need to be combined
for it to be successful. For a teacher, the aim of
instruction is to diminish the distance between
teaching and leaming, a distance that
understanding maintains. This paper applies
Gadamer’s analogy of understanding as found in
his theory of play to the teaching of German
fables.

In analyzing this subject, this paper will be
divided into five parts:

Part 1: Literature review

Part 2: An analysis of Gadamer’s theory of

play to construct the basic framework
of this paper.

Part 3: Propose two hypotheses.

Part 4: Evaluate these hypotheses.

Part 5: Conclusion.
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