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Zhuangz Syncretism on Philosophy and Palitics:

Combination of Action and Non-action

Kang Chan

Abstract

Syncretist authors in some of the Outer and Miscellaneous Chapters of the Zhuangz
manifest their syncretism first of al by combining action and non-action.  This combination
infuses every aspect of their philosophy.

They offer two aternative modes of self-cultivation, both making use of action and
non-action: 1) the noble savage follows his nature as prescribed by Heaven, imitates Heaven
through non-action and becomes virtuous through action, 2) the civilized person suppresses
the activities of his heart for the sake of Heaven, and channels his heart for virtuous actions.

The structure of the world is headed by Heaven and Dao, in the senses of Being and the
source of subtle air respectively, that share the essence of non-action. Morality, laws, and
all thingsin the world are their offspring, whose common feature is action.

The government is best when the prince adopts the minimalist approach that allows

scholars-gentlemen and bureaucratsin their full power to preserve atraditionalist society.

Keywords: Zhuangzi, nature, heart/mind, self-cultivation, Heaven and Earth, Dao, freedom,

necessity, action, non-action.
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