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The role of local people in the development of ecotourism — A case study of Danayiku
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Abstract

This research project aims to un-
derstand how the Tsou aborigines promote
ecotourism in Shan-Mei village, A-Li-Shan
District, Chia-Yi Country in Taiwan. It is to
examine the importance fo the role of local
people in the development of ecotourism.
Many research indicates that local people
have few opportunities to participate in the
development of ecotourism, and most of the
towrism income leak away from the local
economy. The villagers of Shan-Mei have
voluntarily conserved the nearby river -
Danayiku - for more than ten years, and the
results have been very successful. The vil-
lagers have not only conserved the river suc-
cessfully, but they have also re-establish a
close relationship with Danayiku river,
which ahs long been the tradition of the Tsou
tribe in the region. The local people estab-
lished the Danayiku ecological park in 1995,
and have been receiving an income from the
entry fees paid by the visitors since than. The
parkincome has been used on elderly care,
student scholarships, and the promotion of
the traditional culture.

The research method adopted in-depth
interviews. The interviewees were mainly
the local residents, including the staff of
Danayiku ecological park and Shan-Mei
Community Development Society, and the
suppliers of tourist services. In addition,
some staff in A-Li-Shan National Scenic
Area Headauarters. The findings of the in-
terviews indicate that the local people are
very satisfied with the outcome. The com-
munity has received significant benefits from



the tourist income. In addition, ecotourism
also contributes to the conservation of the
traditional Tsou culture. A number of clubs,
which are for different age-groups, are estab-
lished to promote the traditional aboriginal
culture.

Keywords: ecotourism, local involvement,
sustainable tourism
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