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Because of the change of the family structure and the influence of societal
change, there are several types of familiesin today’s society, and the Grandfamily is
the one that isincreasing rapidly in both Taiwan and US. There are several reasons
leading to the grandfamilies.  Since women involve in the workplace, and the
increasing number of dual-earner families, parents do not have enough time to raise
thelir children; as aresult, grandparents take the roles as caregivers. Moreover, due
to the change of today’s society, there are more parents who are unable or unwilling
to raise their children because of abandonment, parents mental or physical problems,
teenage pregnancy, imprison, child abuse and substance abuse. Therefore,
grandparents become surrogate parents because of biological linkage or moral
concerns.

However, severa studiesindicated that grandfamilies have influences on both
generations. Research reported that children in grandfamilies have poor
educational functioning such as weak cognitive, reading, and math skills. These
children also have behavioral, emotional and adjustment problems. On the other
hand, with regard to grandparents, studies showed that grandparents are under stress
and have lower well-being. In addition, these surrogate parents also suffer from
financial and health problems.

Therefore, the primary purpose was to identify characteristics of grandfamiliesin
Taiwan including grandchildren and grandparents’ characteristics, reasons and types
of grandfamilies, investigate differences between selected characteristics and
grandchildren’s life adjustment.  Another purpose was to identify parenting style,
intergenerational interaction, and problems, feeling and needs of grandparents as
caregivers.

In view of methodology, this study included both quantitative and content
analysis methods. Descriptive, causal-comparative designs and content analysis
wereused. Threeinstruments were used: Youth Self-Report (Achenbach, 1991),
Grandchildren Characteristics Questionnaire, and Grandparents Characteristics



Questionnaire. The target population for this study was fifth and sixth grade and
junior high school students currently enrolling in public or private schools in Taiwan.
Stratified random sampling was used. A total of 1374 useable questionnaires were
returned. A range of statistical analyses were used such as descriptive statistics,
t-test, One-way ANOVA, scheffe, and content analysis used to analyze open-ended
guestions.

Results showed that life adjustment of children in grandfamilies differ asa
function of reasons leading to grandfamilies, grade level, living location, perceived
parenting style and grandparent-grandchildren interaction, grandparents’ educational
level, and perceived health and economic status.

This study provides important information regarding grandfamiliesin Taiwan,
grandchildren’s life adjustment, differences between selected characteristics and life
adjustment of grandchildren. Moreover, findings from this study serve asabase in
developing social/family support groups, parenting or family life education programs,
workshops or activities for grandfamilies, in order to enhance psychosocial
development of grandchildren, and promote well-being of grandparents.
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(F=5.70 p<.01)
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F=2.18 p<.05
F=7.89 p<.001 F=6.74 p<.001
F=6.07 p<.001 F=9.28 p<.001



10



1998 59 50-61
1983 203 6-8

2000 2001 9 10

http://www.dov.tw/90-info/0416/900416-1_2.htm/
2000 193-202
2000

4 51-66
1999

2000
31 3 97-109
1997 A

1998
2000, 12, 02 18

Burnette, D. (1997). Grandparents raising grandchildren in the inner city. Family in
Society: The Journal of Contemporary Human Services, 78(5), 498-499.

Burton, L. M. (1992). Black grandparents rearing children of drug-addicted parents:
stressors, outcomes, and social service needs. Gerontologist, 32(6), 744-751.

Blackburn, M. L. (2000). American’s grandchildren living in grandparent househol ds.
Journal of Family and Consumer Sciences, 92, 30-36.

Caputo, R. K. (1999). Grandmothers and coresident grandchildren. Family in Society:

Journal of Contemporary Human Services, 80(2), 120-126.

Children’s Defense Fund. (1997). Sate of America’s children yearbook. Washington,
DC: Author.

Dubowitz, H., Feigelman, S., Harrington, D., & Starr, R. H. (1994). Children in
kinship care: hoe do they fare? Journal & Youth Services Review, 16, 85-106.

11



Edwards, O. W. (1998). Helping grandkid-grandchildren raised by grandparents:
expanding psychology in the schools. Psychology in the Schools, 35(2),
173-181.

Fingerman, K. L. (1998). The good, the bad, and the worrisome: emotional
complexitiesin grandparent’s experience with individual grandchildren. Family
Relations, 47, 403-414.

Fuller-Thomson, e., Minkler, M., & Driver, D. (1997). A profile of grandparents
raising grandchildren in the United States. Gerontologist, 37(3), 406-411.

Minkler, M., Roe, K. M., & Price, M. (1992). The physical and emotional health of
grandmothers raising grandchildren in the crack cocaine epidemic.
Gerontologist, 32, 752-762.

Pinson-Millburn, N. M., Fabian, E. S., Scholossberg, N, K., & Pyle, M. (1996).
Grandparents raising grandchildren. Journal of Counseling & Development, 74,
548-554.

Rodgers, A. Y., & Jones, R. L. (1999). Grandmothers who are caregivers: An
overlooked populations. Child and Adolescent Social Work Journal, 16(6),
455-466.

Salant, P, & Dillman, D. A. (1994). How to conduct your own survey. New York:
John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

Shore, R. J., & Haydlip, B. (1994). Redefining families: implication for children’s
development. New York: Plenum Press.

Smith, A. B., Dennison, L. L., & Vach-Hasse, T. (1998). When “grandma” is“Mom”:
what today’s teachers need to know. Childhood Education, 75, 12-16.

Woodworth, R. S. (1996). You're not alone...you' re one in million. Child Welfare, 75,
619-635.

12



