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A Study of Taiwan’'s Farmland Preservation from the Viewpoint
of Urban-rural Interaction—A Case Sudy of Taoyuan Terrace
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Abstract

This study indicates that, in contrast to
the existing farmland conversion program,
Taiwan should have a farmland storage
program to balance the policy thinking of
future farmland uses. Due to the changing
economic structure, Taiwan has lost its
comparative advantage in most of its
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agricultural products. Because agricultural
production is no longer sufficient to sustain
the livelihood of farmers, farmland
conversion has been regarded as a necessity
to maintain the growth of countryside.
However, the current devel opment-oriented
farmland use policy overlooks the rea
function of farmland and farming in
countryside, and only limited farmers will get
the benefit from this policy. As a result, it
will not be helpful to promote the growth of
countryside. This study therefore suggests
that the policy formation of farmland
conversion should re-consider the role of
countryside in Taiwan’s social, economic,
and political context. Also, the farmland
development mechanism should include the
transfer of development rights (TDR) so that
the ecological and agricultural environment
of rural Taiwan can be firmly protected.
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