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CHINESE NATURE AND ENVIRONMENTAL THINKING

Shin Wang

ABSTRACT
Chinese Nature and environmental thinking can be traced from legends, poems, and stories
in history. It 1s clear that there are many different ways of looking at the nature and the mother
earth. Political influences were obvious which in many cases, affected the development of
dominant nature thinking during a certain period. The great sayings from Taoism, Confucianism
and Buddhism are the major foundations for various thinking. Unfortunately, none of them looked
at nature and/or environment as a subject that need serious study. Or, at least, their sayings were
all too practical or too transcendent in nature.
This research will present findings from study of concept of “Chi” , concept of
“Heaven” , Chinese literatures, Chinese gardens, Chinese painting and Chinese characteristics in
the historical past, which had particular meanings in terms of nature and environmental thinking, to
llustrate why the Chinese look at nature and environment as the way it 1s today. In general,
Chinese nature thinking 1s romantic and less scientific. Nature and human beings share the same
spirit and are each one side of a coin. Human figures are almost always reflected in Chinese
nature writings and even landscape paintings. This 18 probably a reason that science had not been
seriously studied by the dominant schools of educated people during all the periods.

Keywords: Natural and Environmental Thinking, Environmental Ethics
Environmental Education
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