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Japanese writers’ actual situation during World war II period

Around World war II period, Japanese government implemented a strict censorship system
to domestic publication. Therefore, from 1939 to 1945 active writers decreased sharply while
writings form literature authors also declined obviously.

At the same time, Dazai Osamu seemed not affected by censorship system and whole
martial social background but still kept vigorous writing activity on not only short stories but also
river novels. In this period, the characteristic of Dazai Osamu’s writings was publishing a lot of
adapted writings. Generally thinking from past research, Dazai Osamu adapted ancient and
modern classical writings and through this kind of writing he could write what he wanted to write
and, further, it made his writings pass censorship system during martial period.

Indeed, it is a persuasive version however it was found not all of Dazai Osamu’s writings
during this time are adapted writings. Accordingly, after accumulating an amount of
achievements of adapted writings and carefully analyze adapted and non-adapted writings with
comparative way at the same time, it will assist us to understand the value of researching Dazai
Osamu’s writings during martial time.

Consequently, Dazai Osamu’s writings in World war II isthe object of this study , and after
analytic comparison we could see a part of actual situation of Japanese writers during World war

IT period.

Keywords: World war 1, adapted writings, non-adapted writings, Dazai Osamu, censorship
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