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The Encyclopedic History of Ingtitutions ( T’ung-tien 34l ) by Tu Yu #* [’ﬁ, the
Comprehensive History of Institutions ( T*ung-chih jf[#. ) by Cheng Ch’iao &iff
and the Genera History of Institutions and Critical Examination of Documents and
Studies (Wen-hsien T’ung-k’ao ¥ &3 % ) by Ma Tuan-lin ,EULF'TJI@E are usualy
referred to as the San-t’ung = 3f]. They were written as guides and referred works to
the administration and political institutions of past periods. From the perspective of
bibliographical studies, however, the value of the three works lies not only in their
assembling of many disparate sources cited have since been olst and that the textual
differences between the cited literature and their existing versions are worthy of
comparative analysis.

Despite their historical and bibliographical significance, no scholar has ever
attempted at a genera yet comprehensive study of the three works. The proposed
research project will therefore center on:

(1) an examination of the various editions of the San-t’ung,

(2) an analysis of the structures of the individual works, with an emphasis on their

connections, similarities and differences, as well as their pros and cons,

(3) asurvey of thetitles cited in the San-t’ung, including those that are lost and those
with existing editions,

(4) a comparative study of the sources used in the San-t’ung, with an emphasis on
how they are cited and the extent to which the cited texts are identical or different,
and

(5) the collation of A Comprehensive Bibliography of the Works Cited in the

San-t’ung (San-t’ung Yin-shu Tsung-mu = {4 [%;%@E 1) and the compilation of

Research Materials on the San-t’ung (San-t’ung Yen-chiu Tsu-liao Hui-pien = ﬂﬁz

FEEVRR hEA)

It is expected that a research project of this nature and magnitude will offer an
overview of the bibliographical tradition as manifested in the San-t’ung and how it
had evolved, present a clearer picture of the pre-Sung materials that have been lost
and those that have gbeen preserved to this day, and contribute to the collection and
transmission of books and sources of bibliographical and historical importance, which
in turn will bein the best interest of scholars and researchersin all related fields.
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